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matter; for in such case the Will to Live is expressing itself
but feebly, and there is little effective force available for
evolution. There is some obstacle, some barrier, in the
vehicles, checking the forthgoing energy of the Monad, and
obstructing its free passage, and until that barrier is removed
there is little progress to be hoped for. In the storm the
ship drives onward, though there be peril of wreck, but in
the dead cairn she remains helpless and unmoving, answering
neither to sail nor helm. And since in this voyage no final
wreck is possible, but only temporary damage, and the storm
works for progress rather than the calm, those who find
themselves storm-tossed may look forward with sure convic-
tion to the day when the storm-gusts of Desire will be
changed into the steady wind of Will.

2. THE AWAKENING OF DESIRE

To the astral world we refer all our sensations. The centres
by which we feel lie in the astral body, and the reactions of
these to contacts give rise to feelings of pleasure and pain
in consciousness. The ordinary physiologist traces sensation
of pleasure and pain from the point of contact to the brain-
centre, recognizing only nervous vibrations between periphery
and centre, and in the centre the reaction of consciousness
as sensation. We follow the vibrations further, finding only
vibrations in the brain-centre and in the ether permeating it,
and seeing in the astral centre the point at which the re-
action of consciousness takes place. When a dislocation-
between the physical and astral bodies occurs, whether by
the action of chloroform, ether, laughing-gas, or other drugs^